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By Declan Byrne

History group appeals for
copies of Waterfront News
A FEW years ago a number of
former Dublin dockworkers
joined forces with labour his-
torians to form the Dublin
Dock Workers Preservation
Society (Facebook Dublin
Dockers). 
We were all passionate that the

history of Dublin Docks should be
preserved and that all the men and
women who worked there and in
the surrounding dockland indus-
tries should be honoured. 
Our long-term goal is for the es-

tablishment of a dockland mu-
seum. The Society’s main sponsors

are Dublin Port Company, SIPTU
and  the International Transport
Workers Federation (ITF). 
We started off looking for dona-

tions of photographs and docu-
ments and, to date, we have
received 3,500 of each (the photo-
graphs can be found on
www.bluemelon.com/alanmartin).
In 2013, the Society played an ac-

tive part in researching and com-
memorating the role played by
dockworkers in the 1913 Lockout.
So this year we are researching the
involvement of dockworkers in the
1916 Rising, in particular the role
of the ‘billycan bomber’. 
We are also going to attempt two

major projects in 2016 and, as

usual, we are making a general ap-
peal for help. 
The first concerns the Water-

front News. The industrial history
of Dublin Docks features several
examples of conflict between dif-
ferent groups of workers and
clashes between different trade
unions. But the Waterfront News
was different – it was an example
of how workers from a range of
dockland sectors and industries
came together to tell their stories
with the full cooperation of the
various unions.  The Waterfront
News ran from July 1960 until June
1973. It was published monthly for
the most part but sometimes bi-
monthly. The number of pages per

issue varied considerably, with the
earlier editions running to only
five or six pages; later issues were
up to 20 pages in length.
According to Siobhán McGovern,

of DCU, this publication reflected
what was happening in Dublin
Docks, and in the dockland com-
munities as well as what was going
on in wider Irish society of the
time. However, we have the com-
plete collection of the Waterfront
News. Our appeal is for anyone
who may have copy of the Water-
front News to contact us (Alan
Martin 087-2095974).
We would also love to hear from

anyone who was involved in pro-
ducing the newspaper or if a fam-
ily member was involved, we
would love to record their story. 
Imagine if through this appeal

we were able to put together a full

collection of the publication, we
would then have it digitised and
make the rich history of the dock-
lands available online.
We hope to have our second

project, titled ‘War and Peace in the
Docks’, completed in time for Her-
itage Week (third week of August
2016). We are looking for people
from the dockland communities to
contact us if their relatives fought
in the First World War, the 1916
Rising, the Irish War of Independ-
ence and the Second World War.  In
this way their stories could be told
and their history preserved. 
If you want to join the Dublin

Dock Workers Preservation Society
or help in any way, please contact
Declan Byrne (086-8138618) be-
cause we believe that our history
is worth preserving. 

Our man down the docks
SIPTU Organiser, Jerry Brennan has responsibility for
Ports, Docks and Harbours members in the union across
the country. SIPTU has a particular affinity with the port
workers as it was this group who were the original base
of the union at the beginning of the 20th century.

Jerry said: “As an island nation workers in our ports, docks and har-
bours continue to play a crucial role in the commercial life of Ire-
land. It is estimated that 96% of our imports and exports travel by
sea. Many of the workers in our ports have families with genera-
tions of involvement in both dock work and trade unionism.

“SIPTU is rebuild-
ing its industrial
strength once again
in this key sector of
the economy. This
is to ensure that
workers play their
part, and benefit
fully, from the de-
velopment of a sus-
tainable economy.” 

From left: Port workers, Anthony McDonnell and 
Ken Foster with SIPTU Organiser, Jerry Brennan. 
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